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Learn how The POWER of We fuels our beliefs.  

A collection of stories that model each of The Mississippi Conference Core Values (tabs shown at 
left); love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship can be found at the links listed below.

LOVE:  Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1412

GENEROSITY: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1413

JUSTICE: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1414

APPRENTICESHIP: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1415
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Tornado Damage to St. Luke UMC, Tupelo
Bishop Swanson speaks to United Methodists following the 
deadly tornado on April 28 that severely damaged St. Luke UMC 
in Tupelo. Read Bishop’s Journal to find out why he says people 
should ask those who have been impacted what are their needs 
before assuming they know.  <<Bishop’s Journal, page 3>>
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Apprenticeship is a Core Value for us in the Mississippi Conference. An apprentice is a person who is learning a craft 
or a trade from a master. An apprentice learns through immersion in the life, story and work of the master. The lan-
guage of apprenticeship is simply a new way of talking about the age-old mission of the church to make and to become 
disciples, that is, students of Jesus Christ. In each edition of The Circuit Rider during 2014, the Board of Discipleship 
will be offering a segment called “How I Became of Disciple” as a means of living out our Core Values. We hope you 
enjoy learning from your brothers and sisters who are telling of their journey in discipleship as we all seek to apprentice 
ourselves to our Master.

Rev. Chris McAlilly, 
Chair of the Mississippi Conference Board of Discipleship

(Most recent story as of 4/30/14: April 16, 2014)
Part I – A Godly Heritage: Birth to High School
My spiritual autobiography began long before I was born. It was written in the hands of my grandmother and great aunts, sitting on 
the porch shelling peas on a summer evening. It was scrawled indelibly beneath my grandfather’s initials in the heart pine ridge beam 
raised to hold the tin roof on the tabernacle of the Wesleyan Campground in Union Point, Georgia. It was murmured softly before my 
mother ever whispered my name, as she and my father returned the news of my life to the Giver of all good things. Though the bound-
ary lines of my life fell in pleasant places, and though I had a godly heritage, there inevitably came a time when I had to push back on 
those boundaries and spend my inheritance in riotous living. Before I was out of high school I wanted to know why the same people 
went to get sanctified at the altar every year at camp meeting—where was this holiness that everyone shouted about, and why did it 
never seem to stick? If the Spirit reveals the truth to God’s people, why were the holiness colleges our family revered so late to repent 
of their racist and sexist admissions policies? Why did teachers at my Baptist high school excoriate Catholics when it was not clear that 
they had ever met one? Why were there so many rules and so little joy?

Part II – Freedom to Do Things My Way
By the time I got to college I was ready to do things my way. My newfound freedom was nowhere more enjoyed than in the life of the 
mind. One particular memory from my sophomore year plays out in stark detail. Our Honors Seminar was discussing William James out 
on the steps of Evans Hall (at a liberal arts college the winds of intellectual change blow more freely outdoors), when a nice Christian 
girl blithely suggested a point based on the inerrancy of the Bible. My response was swift, rational and cruel. Afterward, I thought about 
how good it felt to come out and say that religion was a construct, an ideology masking political power, a psychological projection of 
inferior persons. At the time, I was pretty sure those insights were original.

Never one to set my sites too low, I applied to creative writing programs that were way above my pay-grade, and was rejected by all 
of them. Not aware at that time that my creative ego was writing checks my talent couldn’t cash, I set out for Missoula, Montana to try 
and make it as a writer. While I had long admired that city for its writing culture, what I didn’t know at the time was that it was also well 
known for its drug scene. It’s hard to make sense of this portion of my life, other than to say I was lost—personally, spiritually and intel-
lectually.

Part III – The Prison of My Own Way
At one of the many low points during this time, I was sentenced to 30 days in jail in Chamberlain, South Dakota. After reading all the 
books in the library, plus the Dante and Dostoyevsky I had brought from home, I cursed my luck and picked up a copy of “The Mes-
sage.” Paul’s words in Galatians 5 seemed to name my life better than even the novelists could. “It is obvious what kind of life develops 
out of trying to get your own way all the time: repetitive, loveless, cheap sex; a stinking accumulation of mental and emotional garbage; 
frenzied and joyless grabs for happiness; trinket gods; magic-show religion; paranoid loneliness…” I didn’t know if Paul was right when 
he said that God could bring fruit into our lives in the way that apples appear in an orchard, but I was pretty sure that he had described 
the mess I had made out of things so far. When I returned home to Georgia, I was ready to admit that I didn’t know much about any-
thing, and that I would need to devote some time and attention to finding out.

Part IV – God Has Redeemed My Life from the Pit
One Sunday morning not long after that, my brother asked me to sing a song to accompany his Sunday school lesson at Athens First 
UMC. Though I was pretty hostile to the idea of setting foot in church at this point, I agreed to help him out. Afterward, he wanted me to 
go to morning worship; I hesitated but finally went. I still remember thinking that it would be good for a few laughs at least. That Sunday, 
Carolyn Moore preached about the Magi—seekers willing to go far to find out what is true. One sentence rang in my mind, 

“If we fancy ourselves seekers for God, then at worst we will search diligently, and at best we will search desperately.” At the end she 
gave an altar call for those who wanted courage to search for the truth. The church was packed and as everyone rose to sing “I Sur-
render 

All” in closing, I found myself thinking, “Man, this is such a cliché!” But nevertheless, I felt something stirring, so I went forward—not to 
be saved—but to test, to taunt and to bargain. Regardless of whether I was justified over time or all in a flash, what remains certain is 
that God has redeemed my life from the pit. There was never any doubt that I would be an absolute wreck without the saving mercy of 
God.

How I Became a Disciple
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Having returned to the church in such dramatic fashion, I was totally committed to the life of my local congregation at Athens First UMC. 
I sang in the choir, ate fellowship suppers, went to Walk to Emmaus and Disciple Bible study and attended worship three or four times a 
week. Around this time, I also started attending a Presbyterian house church where the members ate together, took care of their elderly 
and vigorously discussed the finer points of Christian doctrine and practice. In spite of my reservations about the Westminster 

Catechism, I was impressed not only with their intellectual seriousness, but also with the deep sense of vocation with which they con-
ducted their lives together. It was there I began to see what it took to move toward sanctification—namely, a set of communal practices 
that allowed members to enter into an embodied alternative to modern American culture. 

Nevertheless, it was the Methodists who had a culture of calling, and they urged me to consider ordained ministry. I’ll remain grateful to 
both of these congregations for showing me the church at her best.

Part V – Through the Wilderness Towards Holiness
At the personal level, I still struggle with the everyday practices of piety that enable holiness. One of the biggest challenges is how to 
make time and space for prayer when my kids possess a sixth sense alerting them to wake up as soon as they hear Daddy tip-toeing 
toward the coffee pot. Where my early spiritual journey was marked by the magnetism of justification (either for it or against it), as 
my journey wends through the wilderness toward holiness, I’m often without orienting markers of achievement or progress. The irony 
now is that I’m the guy going down to the altar at camp meeting, seeking the gentleness and patience that comes with holiness but 
not attaining it…yet. When I find myself in the place of asking, though, I can begin to make out figures in the distance. Some of them 
seem like giants in my imagination—men and women whose images are carved in stone, whose feast days are written on the calendar. 
However, when I look closer to hand I see the traces of others who, like me, continued to put one foot in front of the other on their way 
toward the land that was promised—men like my father, who after all these years has found that holiness of heart is also holiness in life. 
He has discovered that holiness looks a lot like loving the incarcerated and the forgotten. Like him, I hope that my spiritual biography is 
still being written as I near the end of the road. Indeed, in the end it seems that the story of our spiritual life is always told by others—by 
those who whispered our names before birth and by those whose names are on our lips at their final closing..

Rev. Joe Gunby
Pastor, United Methodist Church at Bishop and High Shoals, Georgia - Athens District

Luke 24:13-25
New International Version (NIV)
On the Road to Emmaus
13 Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking 
with each other about everything that had happened. 15 As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came 
up and walked along with them; 16 but they were kept from recognizing him.

17 He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?”

They stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who does 
not know the things that have happened there in these days?”

19 “What things?” he asked.

“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the people. 20 The chief 
priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; 21 but we had hoped that he was the one who 
was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. 22 In addition, some of our women amazed us. 
They went to the tomb early this morning 23 but didn’t find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who 
said he was alive. 24 Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see 
Jesus.”

25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken!

26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he 
explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.

28 As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if he were going farther. 29 But they urged him 
strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them.

30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were 
opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32 They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within 
us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?”

33 They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled together 34 and say-
ing, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” 35 Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus 
was recognized by them when he broke the bread.

word POWER
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What Do You Want Me To Do For You?
Tragedy, suffering, loss and pain, are a part of the journey of life that we all experience. It is not an uncommon 
path. Yet each experience is different and unique to the persons living through those tragedies, sufferings, 
losses and enduring the pain that life often inflicts upon them. In the face of the tragic loss that we witness 
others going through, we often feel helpless and feel compelled to find ways to respond. We just want to do 
something. Jesus encountered a man one day and here is what happened.

“As Jesus came to Jericho, a certain blind man was sitting beside the road begging. When the man heard the 
crowd passing by, he asked what was happening. They told him, “Jesus the Nazarene is passing by.” Those 
leading the procession scolded him, telling him to be quiet, but he shouted even louder, “Son of David, show 
me mercy.” Jesus stopped and called for the man to be brought to him. When he was present Jesus asked, 
“What do you want me to do for you?” He said, “Lord, I want to see.” Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight! 
Your faith has healed you.” At once he was able to see, and he began to follow Jesus, praising God. When all 
the people saw it, they praised God too.” - Luke 18:35-37, 39-43 CEB

The importance of this encounter was that Jesus was moved by the blind man’s appeal, but notice Jesus was not quick to assume that 
he knew what the blind man wanted or desired. He simply took the time to ask, “What do you want me to do for you?” In the aftermath 
of the recent tornadoes that moved through parts of our state we may be tempted to rush in and just begin doing what we believe 
should and ought to be done. I pray we would simply pause and compose ourselves and ask, “what do you want me to do for you?” If 
we simply rush in we could become more of a distraction and contribute to more injury, pain and further loss or in some very tragic ways 
even hurt ourselves.  

If we stop and simply ask those we are seeking to help or those who are leading the effort to help, “what do you want me to do for you?” 
we might see a miracle and be a part of an opportunity to praise God.

So let’s take a prayer break and ask the Comforter to comfort those that are not coping with loss of loved ones, property damage and 
displacement. Let us give God praise and thanksgiving for lives spared. Let us pray for the early response teams that are working 
feverishly to restore some sense of normalcy to those communities devastated by these tornadoes. Let us give of our money, our time, 
our resources and our love as soon as we know the places, people and institutions to which we can give. Let’s just ask the question 
together “what do you want me to do for you?”

Blessings,
Bishop Swanson 

Bishop’s On the Move
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming days.

• May 17, 2014 (Saturday)
Memphis Theological Seminary in Memphis, Tennessee will have a commencement ceremony at 10:00 a.m. and Bishop Swanson will 
be the commencement speaker.

• May 18, 2014 (Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will preach at Getwell Road United Methodist Church in Southaven at the 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. worship services.

Hernando United Methodist Church will host the Senatobia District Youth Worship Night from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. and Bishop Swan-
son will be the guest speaker.

• May 22, 2014 (Thursday)
Bishop Swanson will be the keynote speaker for the Duty to God Breakfast, Thursday, May 22 at 7:30 a.m. The breakfast will be held in 
the Delta Ballroom at the Opryland Hotel in Nashville, Tennessee. It is the official ‘kick-off’ to the Boy Scouts of America (BSA) National 
Annual Meeting.

Bishop’s Journal
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Mississippi United Methodists in Path of Destruction
Tamica Smith-Jeuitt, Sr. Communications Specialist

Photo right: Ben Orr, a United Methodist worker for the Tupelo District office is 
outside his tornado damaged home.  

It’s hard for Ben Orr to talk about surviving the tornado that touched down in his 
Tupelo, Mississippi community without becoming emotional. Orr is the secretary 
for the Tupelo District office of The United Methodist Church. He rode out the 
storm with his wife and 12 year-old granddaughter in the family’s safe place - a 
bedroom closet. Orr said they armed themselves with pillows and blankets for 
protection against flying and falling objects, with no fear.

“We had a feeling of peace when we were preparing for it. We knew we were go-
ing to be okay it was just unreal no sense of fear at all...I just thank God for the 
safety we felt while we were in there,” he said.

“We didn’t hear the freight train sound that everyone talks about but when we 
started hearing things hit the roof, we realized we were in for damage of some 
sort... I was amazed when we came out of the closet and saw all of the devasta-
tion around us,” Orr added.

The long-time Methodist estimates it took the tornado 10 to 15 seconds to force 
five huge trees onto his home. One tree crushed their two cars. Other trees 
blocked his street from traffic. Sadly, over a hill less than a quarter of a mile from 
his home there were three severely damaged churches. One of them was St. 
Luke UMC where Orr and his wife served as musicians for nearly 20 years.

“We have many good friends at St. Luke,” said Orr who shared that two other 
United Methodist churches in the Tupelo District reported damage following the 
April 28 storms. They are Oak Grove (Itawamba County) and Mantachie.

To see the news story about the damage to St. Luke UMC and the pastor’s interview, go to http://www.msnewsnow.com/catego-
ry/240213/video-landing-page.

To share pictures from your April 28 storm damage send them to news@mississippi-umc.org.

To view photos, visit the conference facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Confer-
ence/436491529732524.

How to Help
Messaging from the coordinators of the Mississippi Conference’s Disaster Response and the United Methodist Volunteers in Mission 
will be posted and on the conference website www.mississippi-umc.org and on facebook page.

Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/news/detail/3299 to read the latest reports and find out how to give.

Delta Grace Approved Advance Project 
By Rev. Veronica Pritchard, Delta Grace

The Advance, an official United Methodist program for voluntary financial giving, has approved 
Delta  Grace to be an official project of The Advance for the 2013-2016 quadrennium. The Ad-
vance number is #3021985.  

Through the Advance, United Methodist individuals and groups support specific, approved mis-
sion programs or personnel with their financial gifts.

Delta Grace is located at 510 Sunflower Avenue in Sunflower, Mississippi. This is a new mission 
opportunity in the poverty-stricken area of the Mississippi Delta. 

Delta Grace is a year-round mission hub that provides mission opportunities, beds, showers, 
kitchen facilities and a meeting room for mission teams that stay within the hub facility. Mission 
teams work on the homes of many who have lost hope and do not know what tomorrow brings. 
As participants in Delta Grace, volunteers bring hope as they spend time with those in need and 
walk with them on their journey to experience God’s Grace.

Delta Grace’s purpose is to match mission teams with mission work within an hour radius of the 
hub. They work with local agencies to identify the mission opportunities and assess the needs via an application and a personal inter-

Connecting
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view.  Our project manager identifies the physical needs of each project, including materials, tools, time and skills needed to complete 
each mission. 

Our prayer is that the volunteers will transform the lives of those they serve and in turn have their lives transformed. 

Delta Grace is also an approved United Methodist Volunteers in Mission site (UMVIM Project# SEJ-MSC-0813-01). To follow Delta 
Grace on facebook, go to https://www.facebook.com/DeltaGraceInc. For more information contact Rev. Veronica Pritchard at delta-
grace@deltaland.net.

Your Vote Can Help Hattiesburg Agency Win $25K Grant
Edwards Street Fellowship Center (ESFC), a United Methodist mission agency in 
Hattiesburg, is  competing for a $25,000 community development grant through 
the State Farm Neighborhood Assist program. ESFC’s grant application has 
already been selected as one of the top 200 from a pool of 4,000 requests. Forty 
causes will be funded by State Farm based on community voting via Facebook.

Facebook account holders may vote up to 10 times per day through May 
17, 2014. To vote for the ESFC initiative, Grow Health, paste this address in your 
browser: https://apps.facebook.com/sf_neighbor_assist/?fb_source=bookm
ark&ref=bookmarks&count=0&fb_bmpos=2_0. You can also visit State Farm 
Neighborhood Assist on Facebook, then search for Grow Health in Hattiesburg, 
Mississippi.

 ESFC’s project, Grow Health will allow the center to use their community gardens 
to provide nutritious food to low-income medical patients. Seventy percent of 
people in southeast Hattiesburg, Mississippi, live below the poverty level. Many have major health issues like high blood pressure, obe-
sity, HIV, diabetes and heart disease. Individuals with these illnesses require healthy diets and physical activity to improve their overall 
well-being. ESFC currently operates a food pantry and garden in this area of Hattiesburg.

In the same neighborhood is the Southeast Mississippi Rural Health Initiative, a nonprofit community health center with dietitians, nutri-
tionists and medical staff. Since these agencies already partner on other projects like HIV testing and teen pregnancy prevention, it is a 
natural connection for them to work together to better the lifestyles of neighbors with the Grow Health gardening cause.This cause will 
teach residents of the community to get outside, plant a garden, grow nutritious food and improve their diets and overall health.

You can help improve lives for good by voting for Grow Health.

Photo right: This picture is from the garden at Edwards Street garden. 

The POWER of We funded in part by your apportioned mission shares.

First Baptisms at Preaching Station 
Griffin UMC, a host church to the New Light Preaching Station in Starkville 
joins New Light in celebrating their first baptisms. One adult and three 
young people from New Light were baptized during a service which 
Bishop James Swanson Sr. was a participant. This took place on Sunday, 
April 20. 

A “preaching station,” which was approved at the 2013 annual confer-
ence session, is a church with minimal membership that is not growing or 
demonstrating the ability to pay pension invoices and mission shares as 
determined by the district superintendent. The baptisms are testaments to 
the purpose for establishing preaching stations - to give churches whose 
reality was changing a chance to pause, take a deep breath and renew 
their call to making disciples.

Photo right: Beverly Foster (centered) is among the first baptisms for the New Light Preaching Station. 

Faith Communities
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At Risk UM Churches Begin Mission Possible
By Rev. John Garrott and Heather Lear

On Palm Sunday weekend, a group of laity and pastors from small membership 
churches in the Senatobia District in Northwest Mississippi accepted an invitation to 
“come and see.” The meeting with Jim Hollis of Atlanta, Georgia; Heather Lear from 
the General Board of Discipleship and district leadership drew over 60 people who 
came to Sardis United Methodist Church in Sardis, Mississippi on Friday evening to 
begin a Mission Possible Team - a two-year partnership committed to Christ and rela-
tional evangelism.

The Senatobia District found that over 30 percent of its district churches were at-risk; 
that is, they had fewer than 20 people in worship. Over a six-month period, a clear 
invitation from Rev. Andy Ray, the district superintendent, was sent and a clear choice 
was given as to future options and consequences. “As we know we cannot wait for our 
neighbors to come to us, laity and clergy were invited to learn how to turn around their 
decline,” said Ray.  

On Friday night, Heather Lear from the General Board of Discipleship led the opening 
presentation, followed by training Saturday using Proactive Ministries. Saturday after-
noon was the first leap of faith - 14 teams made around 40 visits in the community, and 
then returned with amazing and exciting testimonies. A celebration dinner in its truest 
sense followed, as they, just as the disciples Jesus had sent out, returned “with joy.” Rev. Jim Glass summed up the weekend. “This 
was an event where God moved ... my people now believe they can and will reach people for Christ,” said Glass.

A two-year journey filled with hope and expectation had begun. For further information contact Rev. John Garrott, new church develop-
ment/revitalization at jgarrott4@aol.com or 662.301.1749.

Photo right: From left to right - Jennifer Garrott of Senatobia,  Heather Lear/evangelism section head/General Board of Discipleship, 
Jan Hollis of Marietta, Ga.

2015 South Korea Young People’s Delegation Set for June 30-July 11
By Rev. Bruce Case, Mississippi Conference Peace with Justice Coordinator 

The Mississippi Annual Conference will be sending 10 young people to South Korea on June 30-July 11, 2015. The conference will be 
partnering with an equal number of young people from the South Carolina Annual Conference. The goal of this delegation is to provide 
young people who have a vibrant faith and strong leadership potential with a life-changing experience, to connect with United Method-
ists and others in South Korea, and to learn from the history, faith and stories of another part of the world so that we can take these 
lessons learned back to our own conferences. “This is a golden opportunity for our young people,” said Bishop James Swanson Sr.

It all started with a conversation at the recent Peace with Justice coordinators gathering between Rev. Bruce Case, Rev. Jeri Katherine 
Sipes of Columbia, South Carolina and Levi Bautista, assistant secretary of General Board of Church and Society. 

“We began to ask how we might provide our young people a chance to lead the way. We know firsthand that Mississippi and South 
Carolina have exceptionally gifted young disciples - and it is time to let them shine,” said Swanson.

Applications for young men and women will be available at this year’s Mississippi Annual Conference. Those who will be graduating 
high school in 2016 and all college students are eligible to apply. 

“We will lean heavily on our local churches to help us with three crucial things: to pray for us in this endeavor, to identify young people 
in our churches who exhibit a deep faith and strong leadership skills and to encourage them to apply, and to give generously on Peace 
with Justice Sunday in June,” Swanson added.

Since half of the money collected from the Peace with Justice offering stays in our home conference, this is our best opportunity to raise 
the funds needed to make this happen. “The Gospels tell us that God can use a small group of young people to change the world,” said 
Case. “We believe we can find them in places like Mississippi and South Carolina. Didn’t Jesus say, ‘go?’ We know God will provide the 
people and the means - right here in our local churches - to make this happen.” 

For more information on this project, please contact Rev. Bruce Case at jbrucecase@gmail.com.

More on Peace with Justice Sunday - June 15, 2014
How does The United Methodist Church help the underserved and witness to God’s call for a faithful, just, disarmed and secure world?

One way is through the church’s annual conference, national and global advocacy program. This work advocates for services such as 
adequate jobs, housing, education, food, health care, income support, clean water and much more. The United Methodist Church can-
not do this work without the support of local congregations. Support from pastors is vital to the success of this ministry.

Students
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Save the Date  |  Announcements

Hinds Concert Choir (Utica Campus) in Concert at Pratt Memorial UMC
May 4, 2014
The Hinds Community College Concert Choir and the renowned Jubilee Singers (Utica Campus) will be in concert at Pratt Memorial 
United Methodist Church on May 4, 2014 at 3:00 p.m. Pratt’s pastor, Rev. DeMario F. Benson Sr. and the congregation extend an 
invitation for all to come and witness one of Mississippi’s finest collegiate choral groups. The concert is free and open to the public. If 
you have additional questions, please call the church office at 601.352.5685 or send an email to prattchurch@aol.com. The church is 
located at 1057 West Pascagoula Street in Jackson.

Spring Revival at Pratt Memorial UMC
May 5 - 7, 2014
Spring revival will be held at Pratt Memorial United Methodist Church May 5 - 7, 2014. Services will begin nightly at 7:00 p.m. Revival 
ministers are as follows:  

• Monday, May 5 - Rev. Emily Sanford
• Tuesday, May 6 - Rev. Douglas Noel
• Wednesday, May 7 - Rev. Herbert Brown 

An invitation is extended for the public to attend. Pratt Memorial is located at 1057 West Pascagoula Street in Jackson. For additional 
information call the church office at 601.352.5685 or send an email to prattchurch@aol.com.

Deadline to Apply for Annual Conference Display Space
May 6, 2014
The 2014 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference offers conference-related agencies and organizations a place to showcase 
their ministries and services to the clergy, lay members and visitors who attend this three-day session.

Display booths at the 2014 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference provide a space to showcase materials and discuss ministries 
and services one-on-one with interested individuals. For more information, visit http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1431.

Crossgates Golf Tournament to Benefit Children’s Homes 
May 8, 2014
Crossgates United Methodist Church is holding a Golf Classic to benefit the Methodist 
Children’s Homes. If you or someone you know is an avid golfer, this is a great way to enjoy 
a day of golf and help provide support for a much needed cause. The East Jackson District 
churches are working together on the renovation of the Garrison Home at the Methodist 
Children’s Homes and this is just one more way to help MCH.

The tournament will take place at the Refuge Golf Club on Thursday, May 8, 2014. The 
deadline to enter is Thursday, May 1, 2014. For the tournament brochure, go to http://
msumc.s3.amazonaws.com/4B40578D2C284AF0BA7E3CCD76542180_Tourna-
ment%20Brochure%201.pdf. For more details call Crossgates United Methodist Church at 
601.825.8677 or send an email to vnicholson@crossgatesumc.org.

Peace with Justice Sunday is only weeks away. Now is the time to order free offering resources to share with your congregation. 
Order bulletin offering inserts and posters at http://shop.umc.org/giving/special-sundays-resources/2014-special-sundays-
resources/2014-peace-with-justice-sunday-envelopes-and-poster. Download videos, children’s sermons, pictures, sermon starters 
and a worship litany at http://www.umcgiving.org/site/c.qwL6KkNWLrH/b.3833885/k.D9F/Special_Sundays__Peace_with_Jus-
tice_Sunday__Resources.htm.

Annual conferences keep 50 percent of the offering to support local peace with justice projects in your communities.

In 2013, the General Board of Church and Society awarded grants totaling $48,000 to 14 Peace with Justice Ministries in the Central 
Conferences and in the United States.

If you cannot celebrate this special Sunday with an offering on June 15, 2014, observe Peace with Justice Sunday on any other day of 
the year.
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Sylvester and Union Grove UMW Conference
May 10, 2014
Sylvester and Union Grove United Methodist churches will host a United Methodist Women conference that will be held on May 10, 
2014 from 9:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. at Sylvester UMC. The church is located at 2085 South Little River Road in Forest, Mississippi.

For more information call Annie Brown at 601.625.1488.

Wild Game Benefit Dinner
May 10, 2014
The second annual Rankin County Wild Game Benefit Dinner will be held at the Brandon Civic Center on Saturday, May 10, 2014.  
This is a mission project of the United Methodist Men’s Clubs of Rankin County to benefit Habitat for Humanity Mississippi Capital Area.  
The goal is to raise funds to build Habitat for Humanity houses in Rankin County.  The speaker is Clay Dyer, a world class fisherman 
and motivational speaker.  The civic center doors will open at 5:00 p.m. and dinner will be served at 6:00 p.m. Tickets are $25 and can 
be purchased at Brandon First United Methodist Church and Crossgates United Methodist Church.  The evening is a family affair with 
interactive exhibits for children from 5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. and door prizes throughout the evening. A variety of wild game will be served 
along with catered barbecue.  

For ticket information call 601.825.5958.  

Grants Available to Young Adults for Ministry 
May 16, 2014
Spark12 provides funding, coaching and other support for young adult leaders and 
those working with young adults who have innovative ideas they believe will change 
the world.

Applications are open through May 16 for grants. Visit http://www.gbhem.org/
article/spark12-opens-fellowship-application-innovative-ministry to read more. 

Bishop Swanson to Speak at Senatobia District Youth Worship 
Night
May 18, 2014
Hernando United Methodist Church in Hernando is hosting the Senatobia District Youth Worship Night on Sunday, May 18, 2014 from 
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Bishop Swanson will be the guest speaker and Eddie Willis will lead worship. Click here for the event flyer.

For more information contact Cathy Larsen, the district youth coordinator at 662.812.1777 or call Harley Gentry, the youth director at 
Hernando UMC at 478.320.6097.

Sylvester United Methodist Women’s Day Program
May 18, 2014
Sylvester United Methodist Women will have a women’s day program on May 18, 2014 at 1:00 p.m. at 2085 South Little River Road in 
Forest, Mississippi.

For more information call Annie Brown 601.625.1488.

Iuka Evangelism Conference
May 18-21, 2014
The United Methodist Churches of Iuka will host an Evangelism Conference May 18-21, 2014. Dr. George Hunter III will teach a course 
for Laity entitled, “Evangelism: The Recovery of Christianity’s Main Business.” There will also be a pastor’s school on May 19-20 for 
one continuing education unit (CEU) entitled, “Perspectives for Understanding Christian Evangelism.”  These sessions will take place 
at Iuka United Methodist Church at 7:00 p.m. each night.

Hunter is distinguished professor emeritus of Asbury Theological Seminary’s School of World Mission and Evangelism, where he 
served as dean for 18 years and distinguished professor for 10 years.  Previously, he served a county seat town church in Florida and a 
congregation of West Indian people in Birmingham, England. He taught evangelism at Southern Methodist University Perkins School of 
Theology and then served as United Methodism’s executive for evangelism. His writing, teaching, consulting, advocacy and ministry are 
recognized nationally and globally.

Pastors can register by downloading a brochure at www.iukaumc.org. This conference is sponsored by the United Methodist Church-
es of North Tishomingo County - Burnsville UMC, Campground UMC, Harmony UMC, Iuka UMC, Mt. Evergreen UMC, Rocky Springs 
UMC, Patrick UMC, Pleasant Hill UMC, Snowdown UMC and Spring Hill UMC.
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First UMC Louisville Annual Antiques and Collectibles Show and Sale    
May 24, 2014
Exhibitor display spaces are still available for the fifth annual Antiques and Collectibles Show and Sale taking place on Saturday, May 
24, 2014 at First United Methodist Church in Louisville, Mississippi. A wide variety of antiques and collectibles will be shown and avail-
able for sale.

All products included in the show and sales will have been produced prior to 1975. No arts and crafts items will be included. In conjunc-
tion with the annual Red Hills Festival in Louisville, the event will be held in First UMC’s Christian Life Center from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m.

Interested exhibitors should contact First United Methodist Church by telephone at 662.773.8064 or by email at fumcmusic80@gmail.
com. The mailing address of the church is P.O. Box 523, Louisville, Mississippi 39339.

A Day of Learning and Mission: Hunger, Health, Children and Vital Congregations
June 5, 2014  

United Methodists may participate in learning and mission workshops on Thursday, June 5 at the Jackson Convention Complex.  All 
full-time Mississippi United Methodist clergy are required to attend. 

Workshops will include Safe Sanctuary training by attorney Joy T. Melton, author of the bestseller, “Safe Sanctuaries: Reducing the Risk 
of Child Abuse in the Church” and “Safe Sanctuaries for Youth: Reducing the Risk of Abuse in Youth Ministries.” Melton helps churches 
assess risk and implement processes to help congregations take steps to reduce the likelihood of abuse in their congregational set-
tings.

Rev. Stephen Sparks and a diverse team of Mississippi leaders will convene a conversation on contemporary worship.

Lee Burdine and health ministry advocates and ambassadors will offer models of transforming health ministries for communities.

Rev. Carol Burnett, Congregations for Children’s legislative liaison and advocate, will guide laity and clergy on issues facing children. 
Burnett is the director of the Moore Community House in Biloxi, Mississippi.

Mike Howington, youth and family ministry coordinator for the Mississippi Conference, will lead clergy and laity interested in volunteer 
youth leader conversations.

Mission opportunities to pack meals for Stop Hunger Now will be available. Stop Hunger Now is an international hunger relief organiza-
tion that coordinates the distribution of food and other life-saving aid around the world.

Many more workshops will be offered. Leaders of all 1,000 United Methodist congregations in Mississippi are encouraged to participate 
in these holy conferencing opportunities.

Nexus: Youth Day at the Mississippi Annual Conference
June 7, 2014
Youth from across the Mississippi Conference are invited to a day of worship and fun at the 
2014 Nexus  Youth Day at the Mississippi Annual Conference. Ohio Avenue will lead praise 
and Celia Whitler will be the speaker for this event. Registration is $20 until May 30 and $25 
after May 30. Youth will gather at the Jackson Convention Complex at 105 E. Pascagoula 
Street in Jackson.

For more details, go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/events/detail/1311 or contact the 
conference youth and family ministries coordinator, Mike Howington at 601-354-0515.

Leadership Institute for African-American Boys
June 23 - 27, 2014
A week-long leadership development program for African-American male students enrolled in 6th-8th grades during the 2013-2014 
school year. This program will be held at Anderson United Methodist Church in Jackson and will provide skills and tools to help students 
become better prepared for leadership roles in their schools and communities. Modules will include: character building (to include ex-
ploring core spiritual values), leadership, communication, personal finance, social etiquette, health and fitness and community service. 
Participants will be exposed to topic areas through interactive workshops, roundtable sessions with various professionals within our 
community and team-building exercises.

There is no cost to participatebut the institute will host only 15 attendees. Interested students are encouraged to apply early. Appli-
cations are not complete until personal statements, recommendations and transcripts are received. To request applications contact 
Vangela M. Wade via phone at 601.856.9967, via email at vwade401@gmail.com or send applications to 321 Highway 51, Ste. C, 
Ridgeland, MS 39157.  
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As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed to 
appear more than once in this newsletter. Read a description of job opening(s) listed below.

• Heritage UMC Part-Time Youth Ministry Leader - D’Iberville, MS
Heritage UMC in D’Iberville, Mississippi, is currently looking for a Part-Time Youth Ministry Leader.

Please submit resumes to heritageumc2@cableone.net.
If you have questions, please contact the office at 228.392.4288.

• Hamilton Mill United Methodist Church full-time Director of Student Ministries - Atlanta, GA
Hamilton Mill United Methodist Church (www.hmumc.org) is a young and rapidly growing church in the Hamilton Mill suburb north of Atlanta 
an area known for its excellent schools and nationally recognized park systems for running, walking, and family leisure. HMUMC is seeking a 
full-time Director of Student Ministries to lead the student ministry by encouraging, equipping, and empowering students (6th -12th) to grow as 
disciples who lead others to Jesus Christ, by nurturing a sense of clear Christian identity in students and by teaching and supporting parents 
to do the same. The DSM will join a team of student ministry staff and dedicated volunteers to implement a vision and long-term goals for the 
student ministry.

A strength of the student ministry is the relationships that make up the community through a strong small group ministry that students and 
small group leaders find valuable, life-giving and deeply personal. One result from these relationships is the spiritual depth of the students. 
Students grow through worship, small groups, large group teaching, service, and retreats. The student ministry isn’t interested in merely mak-
ing converts. Instead, it is focused on making fully devoted disciples of Jesus.

The responsibilities of the DSM are:

• Ensuring relationships are built between the student ministry volunteers, the students, and their families by shepherding them and helping 
them develop their own relationship with Jesus Christ
• Coordinating and supervising of all full and part-time student ministry staff and hands-on adult volunteers 
• Creating an atmosphere of belonging and fellowship where emerging spiritual and leadership skills can be developed
• Implementing the student ministry programs including Sunday morning worship, small groups, Wednesday night worship, outreach projects 
and special events
• Integrating the student ministry into the life of the congregation in which students are serving in leadership roles so that there is cohesion and 
connection with the rest of the church

Qualified candidates should have at least 5 years of ministry experience with a minimum of 3 years in leadership preferably in a large church 
and be strong in relationship building, communication, administration, ministering to parents and team building. Candidates should also have 
a proven track record of success in empowering, developing and equipping a large team of volunteers. This person should be theologically 
aligned with HMUMC and exhibit professionalism.

Interested candidates should send a cover letter and resume to student.ministry@hmumc.org.

Employment 

2014 CONVO: Faith to Life
July 11-13, 2014
Don’t miss this opportunity to fellowship with youth from across the state! The 2014 CONVO will 
take  place at the Seashore Assembly in Biloxi, Mississippi from Friday, July 11 until Sunday 
July 13. Early bird registration is $90 and must be paid in full to Seashore Assembly by 
June 23. Regular registration is $95 and must be paid in full by July 3. Anyone who regis-
ters after the July 3 deadline will pay $100.

For more information, go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/events/detail/1312 or contact 
Lara Leigh Ward at 228-436-6767 or at seashoreassembly@gmail.com.           
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Titanic Cheesecake  
1 cup of graham cracker crumbs
1 cup and 3 tablespoons of sugar
5 (8 ounce) packages of cream cheese
3 tablespoons of butter, melted
3 tablespoons of flour
1 teaspoon of vanilla
3 eggs
1 pint sour cream
Cinnamon

Have cheese and eggs at room temperature. Cream cheese well. Cream in ½ cup sugar. Add beaten eggs and ½ teaspoon vanilla. 
Beat well and pour into crust. Bake at 325 degrees for 30 minutes, or until firm. Mix sour cream, ½ teaspoon vanilla, 4 tablespoons of 
sugar and cinnamon to taste. Top pie and cook 5 minutes. Cool, then chill.

— Anne Marie Moreton, “Loaves and Fishes” from St. Paul UMC in Ocean Springs, Mississippi

Have a recipe that is too good to keep to yourself? Share it with our Circuit Rider readers. Email your favorite recipes to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Methodist Tested Recipes

Stay Connected

www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524

https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC

www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC—the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets.

MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest conference events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents 
users with a unique opportunity to interact with the conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies 
and posting comments via facebook and twitter. Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact informa-
tion and even directions from the user’s current location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

Feel free to leave a comment about the app on the Mississippi United Methodist Conference facebook and twitter pages.


